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Abstract : In general, it may be said that the total society is the agency 

for socia­lisation and that each person with whom one comes into 

contact and interact is in some way an agent of socialization. 

Socialization is found in all interactions but the most influential 

interaction occurs in particular groups which are referred to as agencies 

of socialization. 

The oblivious beginning of the process for the new-born child is-his immediate family group, but 

this is soon extended to many other groups. Other than the family, the most important are the 

schools, the peer groups (friends circle) and the mass media. 
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Agency 1. The Family: 

The family gets the baby first. Hence the process of socialisation begins in the family. A child is 

born with some basic abilities that are genetically transmitted through germplasm. These abilities 

and capacities are shaped in ways determined by culture. 

 

The mother with whom the relation of the child is the most intimate plays a significant role in the 

process of moulding the child in the initial stages. Subsequently, father and older siblings 

transmit to the child many other values, knowledge and skill that children are expected to acquire 

in that particular society. 

 

Agency  2. The Peer Group: 

As the child grows older, his contemporaries begin to influence him. He spends most of his spare 

hours outside his work and study schedule with his peers in the playground and places outside 

his home. The attraction of peers is virtually irresistible to him. 


