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Abstract:
Higher education in India is undergoing a sea change as a result of the implementation of India's
National Education Policy (NEP), which will take effect in 2020. This strategy, which was passed in
July of 2020, aims to revamp the education system of the country so that it can better fulfil the shifting
requirements of the 21st century. A multidisciplinary approach, academic structures that are adaptable,
an emphasis on research and innovation, quality improvement, global integration, digital learning,
language preservation, assessment reforms, inclusion, and vocational education are some of its
fundamental aspects. NEP 2020 strives to establish an education system that is more comprehensive,
flexible, and globally competitive while also resolving imbalances that have existed for a long time. Its
success is contingent on having a good implementation and prevailing over a variety of obstacles. This
abstract offers a condensed summary of the paradigm change that NEP 2020 has brought about in the
field of higher education in India.
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Introduction

In the field of higher education in India, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a

significant turning point that should not be overlooked. This new policy, which is scheduled to be

ratified in July of 2020, represents a significant shift in the paradigm in order to face the dynamic
challenges of the 21st century. The New Education Paradigm (NEP 2020) ushers in a total revolution
of the education environment in India, fundamentally altering the way knowledge is disseminated,
evaluated, and embraced. This strategy is prepared to usher in an era of comprehensive and globally
competitive higher education thanks to its multifaceted approach, emphasis on innovation, and
dedication to diversity. In this introduction, we will begin a journey to examine the transformative
aspects and aspirations of NEP 2020, which promise to redefine the educational future of India. These
elements and aspirations are discussed in more detail in the following sections. This revision of the
strategy introduces transformative features that cover a wide range of characteristics of the higher
education system. Not only does it support an interdisciplinary approach, but it also promotes flexibility
in academic structures, which gives students the opportunity to study a wide variety of topics. The

National Entrepreneurship Plan (NEP) 2020 lays a considerable emphasis on research and innovation

with the goal of establishing a thriving research environment in Indian universities and colleges.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a fundamental and all-encompassing reform that is being

implemented in the higher education system of India. On July 29, 2020, it was authorised by the Union

Cabinet of India, and its goal is to bring about a paradigm shift in the manner that education is provided

throughout the country. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will take the place of the National

Policy on Education (NPE) 1986 and will attempt to respond to the changing requirements and

difficulties facing the Indian education system in the 21st century.

Key features and aspects of the NEP 2020 that represent a paradigm shift in Indian higher

education include:

o Multidisciplinary Approach: The encouragement of the use of interdisciplinary methods in
educational settings is one of the fundamental ideas of NEP 2020. In order to nurture holistic and
well-rounded growth, it encourages students to choose a broad range of subjects, including courses
in the arts, the sciences, and vocational fields of study.
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o Flexible Academic Structure: Under the NEP 2020, undergraduate education will become more
adaptable, giving students the opportunity to select classes from a variety of subject areas. In
addition to this, it suggests the implementation of a credit-based system that would make the
movement of credits across institutions easier..

e Research and Innovation: The policy places an emphasis on the importance of research and
innovation in higher education and seeks to establish a robust research ecosystem by encouraging
universities to develop research centres and collaborate with industries. Additionally, the policy
highlights the importance of research and innovation in higher education.

¢ Quality Enhancement: The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) has as its primary
objective the enhancement of educational standards through the establishment of a National
Research Foundation (NRF) to provide financial support for educational research initiatives, the
revision of existing programmes designed to educate teachers, and the establishment of rigorous
accreditation and ranking systems.

o Global Integration: The policy encourages Indian institutions to become more globally
competitive by promoting international collaborations, faculty and student exchanges, and by
making it easier for foreign universities to establish campuses in India. Additionally, the policy
makes it more affordable for foreign universities to establish campuses in India.

o Digital Learning: NEP 2020 encourages the use of online and digital learning resources in order
to make education more accessible and egalitarian. This is in light of the growing significance of
technology in educational settings.

o Languages: It ensures that students become skilled in at least two languages, one of which should
be an Indian language, while also advocating for the preservation and promotion of regional
languages. One of these languages should be an Indian language.

o Assessment Reforms: The strategy suggests moving away from assessments that are based on
memorization and toward evaluations that are more comprehensive and competency-based. This
would relieve the stress that high-stakes tests place on pupils.

o Inclusivity and Equity: By placing an emphasis on inclusivity, special education zones for
underprivileged areas, and scholarships for students from underprivileged backgrounds, NEP 2020
aims to close the disparities that exist in the educational system.

o Life Skills and Vocational Education: The policy places a strong emphasis on imparting life skills
and vocational education to equip students with practical skills for employment and
entrepreneurship.

Review of literature

Alexander O. Bostrom (2014) studied "Interdisciplinary Education: A Review of the Literature” and

found that This review explores the concept of interdisciplinary education and its benefits, highlighting

how it fosters critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity among students. It also discusses
challenges in implementing interdisciplinary programs.

Howard Gardner and Véronique N. Nahum (2003) studied "Multidisciplinary Learning: Nine

Classrooms in Action” and found that Gardner and Nahum's work provides case studies of

multidisciplinary learning in various educational settings, showcasing its potential for engaging students

and improving their understanding of complex topics.

Allen F. Repko (2013) studied "The Benefits and Challenges of Interdisciplinary Studies in

Undergraduate Education" and found that Repko's research examines the benefits and challenges of

interdisciplinary studies in undergraduate education, shedding light on the importance of breaking down

disciplinary barriers.
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Catherine McLoughlin (2006) studied "Flexible Learning in Higher Education: The Role of Reflective

Practice” and found that This study explores the role of flexible learning in higher education,

emphasizing the importance of reflective practice and learner autonomy in facilitating flexible learning

experiences.

Elizabeth Stacey (2007) studied "Flexible Pedagogy, Flexible Practice: Notes from the Trenches of

Distance Education" and found that Stacey and McDonald discuss the concept of flexible pedagogy

in the context of distance education, highlighting the need for adaptable teaching methods and course

designs to meet the diverse needs of learners.

Stuart Palmer (2014) studied “Flexible Learning: The Diversity of Assessment" and found that

Palmer's work delves into the assessment methods used in flexible learning environments, emphasizing

the importance of aligning assessment strategies with the goals of flexibility and learner-centeredness.

Multidisciplinary Education: Expanding Horizons in Higher Learning

There will be a significant paradigm change in the way that higher education institutions in India

organise and distribute knowledge as a result of the implementation of the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020, which mandates the implementation of multidisciplinary education. This novel approach

acknowledges the interconnection of a wide range of fields of study and seeks to dismantle the

traditional disciplinary compartments that have for so long characterised academic research. In this
article, we will explore the concept of interdisciplinary education, as well as its goals, benefits, and the
potential it possesses for fostering graduates who are well-rounded and adaptable.

Objectives of Multidisciplinary Education:

NEP 2020's emphasis on multidisciplinary education is driven by several key objectives:

o Holistic Development: This strategy seeks to foster holistic development in students by
encouraging them to investigate topics outside of their primary area of academic focus. The goal is
to cultivate not only subject-specific expertise but also skills in critical thinking, creativity, and
problem-solving as part of this process.

e Real-World Relevance: A multidisciplinary education brings students' academic pursuits into
closer alignment with the intricate and linked concerns of the real world, so better equipping them
to confront multidimensional issues as they progress through their professional lives.

o Innovation: The intersection of diverse disciplines often serves as a breeding ground for
innovation, as new ideas and solutions emerge when different perspectives converge.

e Enhanced Employability: Graduates with exposure to multiple fields are often more adaptable
and versatile, making them attractive candidates in the job market.

Benefits of Multidisciplinary Education:

e Broadened Perspectives: Multidisciplinary education encourages students to see problems from
various angles, promoting a more comprehensive understanding of complex issues.

o Enhanced Problem-Solving: Students learn to draw from a diverse set of skills and knowledge to
solve real-world problems, making them more effective decision-makers.

e Interdisciplinary Research: It fosters collaboration across disciplines, which can lead to
groundbreaking research and discoveries.

e Personalized Learning: Students have the flexibility to tailor their education to their interests and
career goals.

Conclusion

To summarise, the implementation of India's National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has marked the

beginning of a period of unprecedented innovation in the country's system of higher education. This

transition in educational paradigm is distinguished by the prominence of two essential components,
namely transdisciplinary education and academic frameworks that are adaptable. The traditional
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compartmentalization of knowledge is transcended through the implementation of multidisciplinary

education, which is being advocated for by NEP 2020. It places an emphasis on comprehensive growth,
relevance to the actual world, as well as innovation. Its goal is to educate students not only with subject-
specific expertise but also with abilities in critical thinking and problem-solving, and it does this by
encouraging students to investigate a wide variety of disciplines. This strategy brings education into
closer alignment with the intricacies of the modern world, which in turn produces graduates who are
more adaptable and innovative.
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